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REGION 7 NJCAA 
WOMEN'S DIVISION 


An of Feb. 22, 1979 


Scorers 

School 

Avg. 

1. 

Mary Ann Boatwright 

Shelby St. 

26.7 

2. 

Shirley Barnes c<L*~' 

Utica 

26.5 

3. 


Morristown 

- .oZL J- 

^rr 

Becky Lee ^ 

Hinds 

20.5 

5. 

Debbie Dever 

Elisabethtown 

20.3 

6. 

Betty Fykes 

Vol. Stats 

19.7 

7. 

Sara Sally 

Northwest 

19.6’ 

8. 

Aljeanette Bramlett 

Mctlow 

19.1 

9. 

Jackie Suggett 

Holmes 

19.0 

10. 

Regina Dillon 

Hiwassee 

18.9 

11. 


Coahoma 

18.8 

12. 

Cynthia Lawhead 

Walters St. 

17.6 

13. 

Tonya Gracy 

Chatt. St. 

17.5 

14. 

Dernie Locke 

Roane St. 

17.3 

15. 

Karen Myrick 

Jones County 

17.1 

16. 

Dorothy Gentry 

Vol. State 

17.0 

17. 

Kathy Holston 

Hinds 

16.6 

18. 

Sandy Strunk 

Chatt. St, 

16.0 

19. 

Jan Barber 

Dyersburg 

15.5 


Susie Fudge 

Coahoma 

15.5 

20. 

Tracy Walker 

Cleveland St. 

15.3 

21. 

Vickie Lockett 

Hinds 

15.2 

Rebounders 




1. Renia Turner 

2. Stephanie Dorsey 
"X Jan Barber 

4. Shirley Barnea 

5. Tonya Gracy 

6. Sandy Strunk 

7. Bettv Fvkea .-* 

8. Sara Sally 

9. Teresa Duncan 

10. Vickie Lockett 

11. Cynthia Lawhead 

12. Laura Pul-Vain 

13. Denise L an lap 

14. Regina Dillon 
Kathy HoIston 
Tracy McCaskill 

15. Alondray Rogers 


3ot>e* iCU* 


(C Do&tt<v> 

i,c J<- 


Utlca 
Morristown 
Dye.rsburg 
Utica 
Chatt. St. 
Chatt. St. 

Vol. St. 
Northwest 
Roan-; St. 

Hindu 

Walters St. 
Walters St. 
Roan a St. 
Hiwa^see 
Hindu * 

Copiah-LincoIn 
Shelby St. 


20.4 


/S’-3 


/?. 9 

















MISSISSIPPI JUNIOR. COLLEGE STATE FINALS 


WOMEN 

EAST CENTRAL JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Decatur, MS 


February 21, 1979 


Hinds (16-5) 2 South 
Light Uniform 


February 22, 1979 


6:30 P.M. 


TV- is 


Northwest (16-4) 1 North 
Dark Uniform 


East Central (17 - 7) 1 South 
Light Uniform 

8:15 P.M. £7_ £5 


foahora (22 - 4) 2 North 


Dorib u)es T 


Dark Uniform 


7:00 P.M. 


£ 3 - £ 3 Re-Su-Za-Zi oaj 
77 - 7 / 

Irasr Ce±+r*.i 


Ccts±t3± 


Light Uniform 


Dark Uniform 















MISSISSIPPI JUNIOR COLLEGE BASKETBALL 
South Division Women 
East Central Junior College 
Decatur, Mississippi 
February 15, 16, 17, 1979 


February 15 
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► E-hST CENTRAL JUNIOR C0LLE3E BASKETBALL TEAM, 
4 COACH WOOD 

ROANE STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE GYMNASIUM .. - 
-ARRIMAN TN 37 7 48 








' LUCK. 




3-^AM HARRIS & 3URXS 
EAST CENTRAL JUNIOR COLLEGE 
DECATUR, MS 5932 7 


1813 EST 
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In Junior College Regional 

East Central Slips 


Rv Wavnv Kindness 

Spnrts Editor 
x;nariene Jones had 24 
pc mis to lead East Central 
Mississippi Junior College 
t: a narrow, two-point 
victory over Jackson State 
Community College. 61-59, 
yesterday afternoon. 

The victory advanced 
East Central to the Region 
VII women's junior college 
tournament semi-finals this 
evening at Roane State* 
East Central will take on 
Coahoma Junior College of 

Tollies 32 Points 


Mississippi at 6 p.m. 

East Central had to 
overcome a seven-point 
halftime deficit, 58-31, to 
pull out the win. 

The Jackson State Lady 
Generals had a balanced 
attack in the first half as 
seven players contributed 
to the scoring, Delora 
Avery's eight points was 
the high in the first half 
for Jackson State. 

For East Central, Jones 
had 14 points in the first 
half and Esther Thomas 
had It 


In the second half, East 
Central held Jackson State 
to just 21 points and 
overtook the west Ten¬ 
nesseans for the victory, 
6 ^ 59 . 

In addition to Jones' 24 
points, Thomas finished 
with 13 points and Joyce 
Watkins added ten, 

Valarie Butler paced 
Jackson State with 14 
points, Pam Avery was 
next with 11 points* Delora 
Avery and Carolyn Martin 
had ten points apiece* 



By Jackson 


East Central Mississippi 
161): Esther Thomas 13, 
R*>hhie Collier 8, Carla 
Halley 4, Faye Russell 2, 
Charlene Jones 24, Jo Lvnn 
Elkins 9, Cheryl Gibbon 0, 
Faye Quinn 0, Joyce 
Watkins 19, Kathy Keeton 


0. Mnna Tucker 0. 

Jackson State 159 Pm 
Avery II, Wflhelmma 
6, Carolyn Martin II 
Delora Avery R Vanass 
Chism 2. Brenda 
6, Phyllis MrCatfetey 0 4ia 
Jones 0, Valarie Butler 14 


ECJC Sweeps Pair 
From Southwest 

DECATUR — The East 
Central Junior College Warriors 
took two games from Southwest 
Junior College here Monday 
night winning the boys game 
106-102 and taking an 87-84 
decision in the girls contest 

The Warriors were led by Jim 
Duce with 42 points. Billy 
Patrick with 28, and Phil 
Sheppard with 14. 

Southwest was led by John 
Watson with 37. and Robert 
Gamble with 16 

The Lady Warriors were led 
by Esther Thomas with 31 and 
Charlene Jones with 21. 
Southwest was led by Donna 
Ash with 27 and Cynchita with 
20 . 

The Warriors are now 5-* 
overall and 2-0 in conference 
play while the girls are now 5-2 
and 2-0 

The Warriors next action is 
Thursday night when they hos: 
the Gulf Coast Bulldogs. 





(J//9J 0 *£C n M 





the roiowng message, subject 10 the terms 
on beck hereof, which are hereby agreed io. 


'2C<*'Uv 

A4/1S 

&/*i 

V 


CARE OF 


(“I OVERNIGHT TELEGRAM 
W UNLESS BOX ABOVE IS CHECKED THIS 
MESSAGE WILL BE SENT AS A TELEGRAM 


TO /W ,77-- fa/Are. 


ADDRESS A TELEPHONE NO. 


CtTY — STATE & ZIP CODE 



-Z^ 




//./? 


. >-*•< / T~ /lZ 


_ _ QJSJJL d ,J Z- cJ V'JL/ £>- ^ ^ Hie~ JSrftl 

«.>;// duL /e /iSnc/ Y ( U( <*?/ /4< /j-i. 7/V^/c, 4^ 

fzh. re. £jj<- t kujots__?**■</ Afrit < \frr, frzfrA^f^. A 

AL f<XtcJ S/lM ./ ■fT^-'T 1/W£V»r /led!,' LTS 


7^ 

.4g 


fate! , frfrfr' ZZ-iS^i. ya^ Cj*L t^s dA&sr-t? 

■ ZS- f _ l4y <? // 74 . 

CaasJlt AAuAa f oA ^fg- _ ^ncJ yfru _ AjZil^ _ 

/*/ y 0 (*** tD // Zc/ rn7|/ ^ J?s^/. 


J- 


—— Mp^— -- 

l frjjr^A ■ ^ -V-?Ar/. C’. 


SENDER S TEL. NO. 


NAME A ADDRESS 




EOM ^ 

/ 

/ 


/ 


/ 


(BILL TO) 

(AD DP ESS) 

(C)TY - STATE ■ ZIP) 


(CHG METH) 

* 



1 / / 

/ / / 

/ / 


) X-OFF 


ICHG i) 

(OPR t) IMFJ (PC CODE! 

(PC AMT » IGIFT AMT » (TAX) 

<AGT I D ) 

(SG) 


y 

























































OFFICE USE ONLY 





GATE 


VeCcj f n r , wu s. aAiA^ 


Send ttie following message, subject to the terms 
on back hereof, which ere hereby agreed 1c. 


CARE OF 


Telegram 




FILING T»MF 




— 

s w. 


P| OVERNIGHT TELEGRAM 
^ UNLESS BOX ABOVE IS CHECKED TV $ 
MESSAGE WtLL BE SENT *s A TELEGRAM 


TO 


E&d- £o/U?e- v 

ADDRESS & TELEPHONE NO. 770 // CJ r J / H H 


CITY - STATE & ZIP CODE 


j7CJj_d^_ J = JL_ 

H&i r,^L<. r~/v 


_ IU&. C^A^-SJIL^lA jl^Sl y ( ]gr s^ct c SS g?f_ /% /~y, .■■•ut s . 

Uk^ -£>4 Ms UlM-4a <?-±d, c^c_( \tjit( . Oar q±ldL uL-lA^A. 

<yVft- \/p y [ 44 /ftfdiy faJL .»g~cg<?-a/ • 




yp Y i A'ttd'-u Vo 


St'jtiec/ J^ClI A L ~ c +2 es ^ 

Dr? Cci-tar . T~-3\j£ ** c ^ ■J 


SENDER S TEL. NO. 


NAME & ADDRESS 


EOM 


( 


(CHS ») 


(BILL TQ> 


(OP« if ] 


y. 

j. 


(ADDRESS) 


y. 

7 . 


(CITY ■ STATE HP< 


y. 


V 


rCHG MET* 

X-OFF 


y 


(MFJ 


(PC CODE) (PC AMT ) (GIFT AMT ) 


(AST 1 D ) 


fSGl 


X 


\ 


rTAX) 


























































Ball After Fight 
thwest JC Fires Kilpatrick, 


g; BERNARD FERNANDEZ 

D*4> Vn Spam Vriltr 

thwest SLssissippi Junior Cob 
coaches AJ. Kilpatrick and 
Ball have been suspended 
pa? until the expiration of 
ooctracts, a: which time they 
:«* tswssed. as the result of 
tercatton at a women's basket- 
pflK 

*e isaoent occurred on Feb. 22 
North wests close loss to 
ssurMng East Central of De- 
r c :r- championship contest 
Jbe Missis^;; Junior College 
teecce womens basketball 

cr: the trophy presentation. 
L list assistant men's basketball 


mT says Kilpatnck. 47, whose 
ess at NWJC compiled a 25-13-1 
record in football, in- 
m i a 6-M mark in 1978. "Cer- 
~ tt was nothing to warrant the 
zzlss&I of two coaches 
^Thtrc was some pushing and 
?es, hut :t wasn't a fight It 
ms more of a scuffle There were 
e Lscks passed." 

T^e IT-year-old Ball who be- 
arve :be firs* Mack athlete to play 
it 04e Miss when be joined the 
resteas basketball team in 1971, 

bsa^rees 

~AJ lost bis head and started 
hrcwmg punches. says Bafl. Sev* 
rM people were hit. including my 
nfe 

Sources withm the athletic de- 


were the result of preju- 
ee roumers Kilpatnck. ‘"That's 
real lajgt I had a black on my 
staff and about 30 percent 
-j players were black. People 
be t sew me will tell you that ae- 
sitKfl ts false." 

It axy case. Kilpatnck declined 
r* xmeod that Ball be retained 
bis contract came up for 

oml 

a/s: complained that Kilpa- 
, 2 k was act fully supportive of ei* 
*:r " o-'s or women s basket* 

ill pro g r a m s at Northwest. 
W&eoever we lost a game, he 
,.r: be didst ca re” says 
ad: Basketball didn't mean a 

-zi to him." 

tt I didn't care about basketball, 


coach, made a remark to Kilpa¬ 
trick. the athletic director and head 
football coach. Kilpatrick reacted 
by grabbing Ball and a.scuffle en¬ 
sued between the two men as 
stunned spectators looked on. 

An ad hoc committee of five 
Northwest faculty members was 
appointed by Northwest President 
Henry B. Koon to investigate the 
matter. Their recommendation, to 
suspend both men with pay and 
then not to renew their contracts, 
was accepted 

Ball's contract expires May 8 and 
Kilpatrick's expires June 30. Both 
men have been at Northwest for 
four years. 

"The entire incident has been 
blown completely out of propor- 

partment indicated the altercation 
was the outgrowth of a lengthy dis¬ 
pute between the two men that be¬ 
gan in 1975, the first year both 
were employed at the school. 

Kilpatrick reportedly asked Ball 
to comply with grooming regula¬ 
tions he had instituted by shaving 
his mustache and sideburns. Ball 
refused. 

“It had to do with the color of my 
skin," says Ball. "None of the other 
members of the coaching staff 
{who, at the time, all were white) 
were asked to shave because none 
wore mustaches or sideburns. The 
regulations were racially motivated 
and aimed specifically at me/' 

I resent the implication that the 
differences between Coach Ball and 


why would I call off spring football 
practice and drive 180 or 160 miles 
to be there (at the women’s basket¬ 
ball game where the incident oc¬ 
curred)?" says Kilpatrick. “Does 
that sound like somebody that 
doesn’t care?” 

Reports of what prompted the al¬ 
tercation vary. Both Kilpatrick and 
Ball ‘agree that it followed a re¬ 
mark made by Ball, although each 
has a different account of what 
happened. 

“I said, *Coach, it sure is a shame 
neither one of us could win the 
state championship (referring to the 
fact Northwestern had lost the 
men’s basketball title a week earli¬ 
er)/ “ says Ball. “AJ. got mad and 
See FIGHT, P. 3E 


asked, ‘What did you say?’ I could 
tell he was upset so I started to 
move away from him. 

"Then he grabbed my arm and 
started pulling me around. 1 tned 
to get dear and a couple of people 
stepped in to intervene. Then he 
started throwing punches/’ 

“AJ. went berserk/’ adds Ruth 
Ball who claims she was punched 
by Kilpatrick as she stepped be¬ 
tween the two men, "CooUdge was 
trying to go about his business and 
AJ. kept pushing him, trying to 
start something." 

Kilpatrick tells a different 
version, 

\ 

"He said something to the effect, 
T guess you’re glad we got beat/ " 
says Kilpatrick. "For him to stand 
there and accuse me of something 
like that ..well it angered me. I 
did grab him arm. But, like I said, I 
didn't throw any punches. 

"This entire incident has caused 
irreparable damage to my career, I 
intend to remain in coaching, but 
right now 1 don't have any job of¬ 
fers. It’s just terrible that some¬ 
thing like this can harm the good 
reputation I’ve built up over 25 
years.’* 

Ball says he’s been contacted by 
several other schools that have 
coaching vacancies, but he says he’s 
not sure if he wants to remain in 
the profession. 

"I can make a lot more money as 
a sign painter, says Ball, who has 
his own shop in Senatobia. "1 don’t 
know if it's worth the aggravation 
to stay in coaching/’ 



_ 















First row ta right - Fay* Russ*!!, Esther TTmhav, Jo Lynn Elkins, 

Bobby Cstlltr 

Second row SHppy Lather* Mgr,. Carla HiHay, Cheryl Gibbon, Jbyce Watkins, 
Faye Quinn 

Third row. Lutiltn wood, Ccicti, Kathy Keeton, ]rm* Johnson, Charlene Jones, 
Nona Tucker, Iris Smith, Mgr. 


EAST CENTRAL JUNIOR COLLEGE 
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL ROSTER 
1978-79 


Lcat central (uninr Collets La located at Decatur, Miaaiaaippl* Ttv* 

H0 

NAME 

CLASS 

HEIGHT 

high school 

COACH 

college «TWI five routstitp: Leake, Ulnittt, Scott, Nwtn and Neehoba. 

1* 

Eater Thpnw 

Fresh 

S"2" 

IngtsvM* 

Aian Goodm 

Tbo current urellMal Includes about 750 FulJ-tine iivleoit, 

13 

Robbie Lk*w 

Fresh. 

vr 

South Leak* 

Hotjerl Dorman 

&f. Oiarlea V. Wright haa been president Since 1964, tt La ooa or the 

14 

VeWa Snath 

Fresh. 

57" 

Unton 

Mika Nob*U 

aldeaf laAlor college* in the this nn Qcio| the SOth JUmltenarr. 

1# 

Cana Httmy 

Soph 

5* 

Mprton 

Ray FUey 


2* 

ilty* Knud 

Fle^i 

S*5* 

Union 

MM Hotel 


12 

CW*W JVSfUL! 

Soph 

err 

Fornl 

Htoywppd See ,« 


23 

Jo Lynn Efturn* 

Freii. 

S'5" 

Morton 

Ray RJey 


74 

CheryE Gibbon 

Fresh 

w 

Hickory 

Ricfuirt Harne 


39 

Faya Oiwi 

Frssfi 

fi'S" 

rjotapalvr 

Jbhnrty Paw 


30 

Joyce Wurkm 

Fresh. 

5'8" 

LaM 

Berne Kirkland 


31 

Kathy Kwloo 

Soph 

61 i" 

Morion 

fliy FWey 


33 

Mcmp Tucker 

freab. 

E'10 1 ' 

Form 

HtiyvOOb Reeves 


33 

hma [J Johnson 

Soph 

ra 

Soon 

Sammy Pace 


M*n*g Stuppy Ultun Fpvshman ■ SpbisiDpol 
Jo Ann Cutty Freihroan - Sooth Leake 


Coach Lucia* Wooa 


Pntiidentr Dr, Charles V. Wright 


13 


























PRESENTED BY 

East Central .Junior College 


ON OUR 


50th ANNIVERSARY 


Book By 

JEROME LAWRENCE and ROBERT E. LEE 

Music and Lyrics by 
JERRY HERMAN 

Directed By 
BRUCE PETERSON 

Musical Direction By 
BOB HERITAGE AND JAMES DYKES 

Production 

Accompanist Choreographer 

MARION THORNTON OVID VICKERS 

APRIL 9-13, 1979 

FINE ARTS AUDITORIUM 
EAST CENTRAL JUNIOR COLLEGE 

7:30 P. M. 











ECJC Lady Warriors Headed 
To Region VII Tourney 


By: Lol® Cooper 

Miss Lucille Wood's East Central 
Junior College Warriorettes cap- 
fsred the Mississippi Junior College 
Association Womens Basketball 
Oiwipkjnship last Thrusday night 
m t fee ECJC gym. The Warriorettes 
Seated Northwest Junior College 
to take the crown. 

Winning is nothing new for Miss 


Wood, as she has racked up an 
outstanding record for herself in the 
basketball coaching field. Miss 
Wood has been coaching 24 years at 
ECJC, and her overall record this 
year of 19-7 indicative of how her 
past years have been. 

Last Wednesday night. East 
Central Junior College defeated 
nationally ranked Coahoma in the 
opening round of the Junior College 


state tournament by 87-85. 

The Warriorettes were led by 
Ester Thomas with 24, while 
Charlene Jones added 22; Bobbie 
Collier and Joyce Watkins had 11 
each, Thomas and Collier had 50 
pts, between them in Thursday 
night's action. 

Miss Wood and her Lady 
Warriors are now bound for the 
Region VII tournament in Tcnn, 






East Central Girls Whip 
Coahoma In State Playoff 


By GUY COWART 
Star Correspondent 
DECATUR - Ester Thomas 
sank a 10-foot jumper with five 
seconds left to spark the East 
Central Junior College Lady 
Warriors to a stunning 87-85 


upset over nationally ranked j 0 Lynn Elkins was stood on a 
Coahoma in the opening round jumper to give F.ast Central i 

of the Junior College state i ea d. but Coahoma tied it 

tournament here Wednesday U p again on vet another '>as r ,■ 
night. bv Crockett with just 23 seconds 

In other tournament action. jg ft 
the Northwest Lady Rangers East Central then held the 
downed Hinds 74-65. ball and set up Thomas 

The game was nip-and-tuck W i n ning shot 

the entire way as both teams jbe Lady Warriors v:* 
played excellent basketball, bv Thomas with 24. while 
East Central had their chances Charlene Jones added 

to put the game away but Collier 16. and Joyce Watk ns 
Coahoma wouldn't go down jj 

without a flight, Coahoma was 

The first half was a scoring McCastle's 22. and Crocket* 
duel as the two teams set a ^ is 
blistering pace. With East g ast Central wit! met 

Central on top 16-15 with 12:20 Northwest for the Stare Junior 

left in the first, the Lady College title at 7:00 tonight 

Warriors outscored Coahoma 
11-1 to take a 27-16 lead 

But Coahoma came back 
behind the inside play of 
Romona McCastle to deadlock 
the score at 4747 by the half 

The pace slowed down a little 
in the second half, but East 
Central gradually built up a 
75-65 lead with 6:27 left. But 
Coahoma came back. 

Coahoma cut the gap to 77-73 
with 3:49 left and East 
Central’s Bobbie Collier, who 
had played brilliantly all night, 
picked up her fifth foul. 

Without Collier, the Lady 
Warriors had trouble breaking 
the press and Coahoma knotted 
the score at 83-83 on a basket by 
Chan Crockett 














iCJC Women Capture 


State 

By AUSTIN BISHOP 

DECATUR — The Mississippi 
uni or College Association 
v .mens Basketball Champion 
ras crowned last night. 

It wasn't EMJC. It wasn’t 
r-^ahoma. 

It was East Central Junior 
College. You know, thats the 
j.dce in Decatur. You know. 
Decatur is between Newton and 
Union You know ECJC is about 
30 miles west of Meridian. 

Now everybody knows. 

Bobbie Collier and Esther 
Thomas combined for 50 points 
as ECJC defeated Northwest 
Junior College 79-71 With East 
Central leading 63-59 with two 
minutes to go in regulation the 
N irthwest Lady Ranger press 
started to take its toll. 

With 1 35 left in regulation 
LaJuana Bates gathered in an 
aley-oop pass and layed the 
ba. :n to cut the ECJC lead to 
63-61. Judy Eddington scooped 
up a se ball and raced down 
the c >urt for a lay-up to knot 
the score at 63-all. 

ECJC looked like they would 
ge: the last shot. The 

warr. >rettes look a shot with 
atou: 10 seconds left, missed. 


Crown 

and almost lost the game. 
Eddington brought the ball 
down the court for the Lady 
rangers and put up a 25-footer 
with five seconds left. The shot 
looked good all the way, but 
proved to be off its marked and 
the Warriorettes pulled in the 
ball to insure overtime. 

Collier thought the shot by 
Eddington was going to go in. 
ending ECJC's hoped for a state 
championship. "I just thought 
that was it,” said the 
freshman guard," I just 
thought it was in there." Collier 
wasn’t the only Warriorette who 
thought Eddington was going to 
make the basket. Thomas had 
some bad feelings too. "I was 
just hoping she would miss. 1 
was just praying she would 
miss,” said the guard from 
Louisville. 

ECJC scored just three 
seconds into the overtime, when 
Thomas sank a 10-foot banker 
to give the Warriorettes a 65-63 
lead with 4:57 left to play. 

Rena Jones retaliated for 
Northwest with a jumper to tie 
the score. After a swap of 
baskets EC reeled off six 
straight points to take an 
uncatchabie 73-67 lead. 

a/BSm _ --•. -•—--— 


S. Miw. 86 .MC 84 

SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI (84) 

Q#0**uk 33-55, Jbnei 10-02. Faulk 1! %%■ 
1631 Pcrciello I Hutto V 0*22, Lyons 11 
M2 JO. MHstvad l (HI 1. McCoy 2 0-0 4 r 
Va u<j hn 0 4-4 A . Total i 79 28-39 u 

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE (§4) 

H toflera 2-36, Popof M 19, 3 

Z ECwanJs5a‘3 12. Bridg¬ 

man 12 *-3 21 Bello G 2*2 Z Griffin 1 0*0 2 
McKee 0 0-0 0. WaHh 00-00. Cox 2 2-26, To- 
1*1*3914- 10 84 

Halftime: Souther n Mississippi 44, M||- 
itjslppi College J6 Total fouls Mfulufp- 
pi Collage 31. Sbutharn Miiusuppi 22. 
Fouled out: Pope, Edwards. Bello, Co* 
Technical*: MC Coach Smith. 


In OT 

Down the stretch Collier 
twice hit both ends of a 
one-and-one, while adding two 
more freebies and a bucket to 
her overtime totals. 

The win pushes ECJC to 19-7 
overall and dropped Northwest 
to 17-5. 

“We didn’t play as well as we 
have been playing lately," said 
ECJC Head Coach Lucille 
Wood The 24th year coach was 
pleased with the fan support 
from the ECJC student body. “ I 
think it was the support that 
gave us the encouragement to 
go on and win, said the 
Warriorette head mentor 
The fans were important in 
the contest. The onlookers in 
the student section got to their 
feet just a couple of minutes 
into the contest and didn't take 
a seat until they got home. 
Everytime anything happened 
the fans reacted. Whether it 
was a foul, turnover, good pass, 
nice shot, poor shot, or blocked 
shot, it didn’t matter. 

Thomas give the fan support 
a lot of credit also. “That (the 
support! made us feel like we 
had a lot behind us. I don’t 
know what we would have done 
without it.” 

The next step for ECJC is the 
Region VII tournament in 
Tennessee. 

Carla Halley scored 14 
points for the winners while 
Sara Sally notched 17 for the 
losers and Eddington added 16 
Bates popped in 15 for 
Northwest while Jones hit for 
U. 







UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI VS. JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY 
January 27, 5:30 p,m., Green Coliseum 

JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY 


NO. 

Sane 

Position 

Height 

Cl ass 

Hometown 

10 

Shannon Bozeman 

Guard 

5-3 

Freshman 

Hd2lehurst, MS 

12 

Pamela McDonald 

Guard-Forward 

6-0 

Freshman 

Madden, MS 

13 

Mary Fuller 

Forward-Guard 

5-6 

Junior 

HazJehurst, MS 

<£> 

Jeanette Barnes Guard 

5-7 

Senior 

Carthage, MS 

15 

Yo-Linda Harris 

Guard 

5-9 

Freshman 

Magnolia, MS 

20 

Haudean Marks 

Forward 

5-10 

Freshman 

Tylerman, MS 

21 

Lanonla Bowen 

Guard 

5-2 

Freshman 

New Orleans, LA 

23 

Bertha Hardy 

Forward-Center 

5-11 

Senior 

Mendenhall, MS 

& 

Evelyn Bender^** 1 ’ 

Guard 

5-5 

Senior 

Lawrence, MS 

25 

Karen Powell 

Guard 

5-6 

Freshman 

Ackerman, MS 

30 

Patricia Fuller 

Forward-Guard 

5-10 

Sophomore 

Hazlehurst, MS 

31 

Gina Thorns 

Center 

6-0 

Freshman 

Atlanta, GA 

32 

Darlene Richardson 

Forward 

5-9 

Freshman 

Jackson, MS 

33 

Patricia Jones 

Center-Forward 

5-10 

Junior 

Lauderdale, MS 

34 

Brunei la Graves 

Center-Forward 

6-1 

Senior 

Mount Olive, MS 

41 

Sandra Carradine 

Guard 

5-7 

Freshman 

Wisner, LA 


Head Coach: Sadie Magee 





Asst, Coach: James 

Turner 





SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 

’lo. Name 

Position 

Height 

Class 

Hometown 

10 

Annette Smith 

Forward 

5-10 

Sophomore 

Lumberton, MS 

11 

Kin OeDeaux 

Guard 

5-8 

Junior 

Hancock, MS 

12 

Shirley Jones 

Guard 

5-3 

Sophomore 

Laurel, MS 

14 

Nancy Faulk 

Center- \ 

6-0 

Sophomore 

Lyman, MS 

15 

Laura Porciello 

Forward 

5-8 

Senior 

Petal, MS 

20 

Brenda Hutto 

Guard 

5-4 

Senior 

Waynesboro, MS 

€P 

Diana Lyons Go? 0, 

Center 

6-1 

Senior 

Philidelphia, MS 

22 

Camel la McGowan 

Forward 

5-8 

Freshman 

Angie, LA 

23 

Sheila Mil stead 

Guard 

5-3 

Junior 

Hattiesburg, MS 

< 3 > 

Pam McCoy 

Center 

6-0 

Sophbmore 

Philidelphia, MS 

25 

Vianne Giddens 

Forward 

5-9 

Freshman 

Jackson, MS 

32 

Pam Vaughn 

Center 

6-3 

Freshman 

Taylorsville, MS 

33 

Stacie Foster 

Guard 

5-7 

Freshman 

Denham Springs, 1 


Head Coach: Kay James 

Graduate Assistant: Polly Kirkland 


Upcoming Home Games for the Lady Golden Eagles 


January 29 A1abama-Birmingham 5:30 * 

February 3 Mississippi University for Women 7;30 









South Doesn 't Rise 

p 

— _ - 

In JC All-Star Game 


GCKaMaS — 5 ,‘j.ti noticabie 
a- taeadsace. the second 
gffit; V«m^( Jdar College 
Aanc an a e . Aii-Sur basketball 
*a=ass eger ged 2s tie second asc=- 
a. Vrm AiSu.'S r*~Ofj ramps . 

E Ae >xt rser 3 » rise again 
a i£» JC -&L* taskcteerag. it 
ssr. fja rat :«rad Aid that has 

Tie Mnadiy frays here at 
Setess ;s.t Gc&ges Frank 
Enai 5>Ttiv<a started c-nesi- 
: eel - am sets pc react better. 
The Sevci vases killed. 104-53 
aod '.X. Ae SceA os mangled. 
■ML 

Bug fal-swed similar scripts 
"be Bara ituss were much 
ociisar ax ceodei iT sspenor 
grwqprk sc sk± so that r. became 
kart a hearre As Soch teams ful- 
t aeraefi ay.fg™ as All-Stars. 
'■Hi ■ tie Sosi teams looked 
.1*= Ae p ^r—~z-bag opposition 

m 


Bv LEE BAKER 



caned around by the Harlem 
Globetrotters. \ 

This was especially true in the 
women's game. Ere five minutes 
passed, the North was up, 11-2. 
Soon it was 19-4 and finally at mid¬ 
point the first half. 30-13. The 
crowd, had there been one, could 
have begun edging towards the ex¬ 
its. 

The Coahoma JC inside-outside 
combination of Chan Crockett and 


Ramona McCastle made it a mas¬ 
sacre by scoring 16 and 12 points, 
respectively, as the North led. 52- 
31, at halftime. 

Charlene Jones of East Central 
with 15 first-half points was the 
lone bright spot for the South. 

And after those first 20 minutes, 
the 6-1 Jones never scored again, 
an inexplicable development bring¬ 
ing post-game theories that either 
1.) she simply had tired out or 2 
just didn't want to do any better in 
order to keep recruiters from pes¬ 
tering her because marriage, not 
senior college basketball, ranks No. 
1 in her order of immediate future 
priorities. 

Whatever the reason, it made lit¬ 
tle difference as the North women 
poured through another 52 second- 
half points compared to the South's 
27. 


McCastle. a 5-7 guided missle 
from tie fiatiaads, was oversha¬ 
dow©: fry her husky, teammate 
Crocket: m the scoring. 29-16, but 
mere pc-.n-imak:ng wasn't enough to 
coefuse the most valuable player 
se.erurs freer, kaowieg the North's 
Star at Stars. Jones, even with only 
naif a yirtf of per. making, was 
As Soeth MVP 

Tt—r ■*- lads thundered on, like 
secret"; left over from the film¬ 
ing of 7>? Warners By halftime, 
Js VrA was a command, 43-36, 
vei ti-rgs neve 1 to get much 
better v 

Take away Hinds county's contri- 
hwaoss for the South and the conse- 
t WB XLS would have been too bom¬ 
bs » contemplate. Hinds JCs Ju- 
-j.r Sanznoes had 21 and Danny 
Lewj ;ne South MVP) 20 points to 
.-ii: the lasers with Utica's John 


McGriggs at 10 the South’s only 
other double figure scorer. 

William Wood of East Mississip¬ 
pi. MVP for the North, poked in 23. 
Don Scott of Coahoma 21 and Rick¬ 
ey Everette of Holmes 19 to give 
the victors a three-way major as¬ 
sault that made winning a breeze 
for the Yanks. 

All-Star games hardly can be 
cited as proving anything, being es¬ 
sentially a benefit for senior college 
recruiters (who were abundantly on 
hand), much as the pro baseball 
Midsummer Classic dominated so 
long by the National League shows 
little carryover in October at World 
Series time, yet the first two years 
of this JC affair have been so one¬ 
sided that pride surely will stir the 
South into more frenzied future ef¬ 
forts to catch up. 











East Central, Junior College 

ESTABLISHED 19ZB 

Decatur, Miss, sjogut 

DR, C. V. WRIGHT, PRESIDENT 

0. J. TUCKER, ACADEMIC DEAN 

F. T. RIVES, REGISTRAR 

C. D. BRACKEEN, DEAN OF STUDENTS 

PERY B. WINEGARDEN, BUSINESS MANAGER 

Two Scott Countians will represent East Central Junior College in the second 
annual Miss. Junior College All-Star game at Holmes Junior College on March 19th, 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Carlene Jones, a sophomore from Forest, and Carla Halley, a sophomore from 
Morton, were chosen by the Junior College Coaches' Association on the basis of 
their contribution to East Central's basketball program for the past two years. 
Both players were a part of the team which finished third place in the Junior 
College League in 1978 and in 1979 captured the South Mississippi Championship, 
overall Miss. Junior College Championship, and placed Fourth in the Three-State 
Region VII of the National Junior College Athletic Association. 

Charlene is rated as the top junior college player in the state. During her 
freshman year she was chosen to the All-State team, All-Region VII, and All-Region 
VII Tournament Team. During her sophomore year, she has repeated all these honors 
and serves along with Carla as permanent team captain. She has been offered full 
basketball scholarships by most of the major colleges in the South. 

Carla is considered to be one of the best outside shooters in the Junior 
College League. Last year she was chosen to the Honorable Mention All-State 
team and along with Charlene serves as permanent team captain. Carla has also 
been honored as the 1979 Miss E-C.J.C. 

East Central Junior College states, "These two players are to be rated with 
the best to play for East Central. Their leadership was instrumental in molding 

■i 

nine freshman players into a state championship team. Their high school coaches 
Ray Riley and Haywood Reeves and the teams of Morton and Forest can be proud of 
the achievements of these two young ladies, both on the basketball court and off.*' 

Carls and Charlene will be members of the South All-Star Team which will 
meet the team from the North on the 19th. 







MOST VALUABLE PLAYER AWARD-The Most Valuable 
Pl2>er Award in Mississippi Junior College action lor 
the -ear went to East Central Junior College’s Renee 
•V;..;s, i former Ail-Stater and Mississippi All-Star from 
.Neshoba Central High School at Philadelphia. She is 
pictured with ECJC coach Lucille Wood of Louisville, 
who coached the team to the Women’s Junior College 
irate Championship by defeating Holmes 47-43. 













Second Annual 


WADE TROPHY 



I® 

...honoring exceffence in women’s basketball 


STAYFREE AWARDS PROGRAM 
P.O, BOX 228 
MOUNTAINHOME. PA. 18342 
(717) 595-3440 



February 23, 1979 



Ms. Lucille Wood 
Womens Basketball Coach 
East Central Jr. College 
P0 Box 12 

Decatur, Miss. 39327 
Dear Ms. Vtood: 

Enclosed please find the final ballot for the 1979 STAYFREE Coach 
of the Year Award on the Junior - Community College level; a 
list of the final nominees; and a return envelope for your 
ballot. Please vote for the one coach on this list that you 
feel deserves to win this year's award. 

For a final ballot to be valid, it must be signed and postmarked 
no later than March 15; also, it must be received by Block 
and Levey Accounting Firm no later than March 22, 1979. 

Thank you again for your support and cooperation these past few 
months! 

Sincerely, 




Robert W. Kennedy 
Program Administrator 



STAYFREE is the registered trademark of Personal Products Company, 
















£S e*iE» 


PHONE 635-2846 


A HEELER REXALL DRUGS 


PRESCRIPTION DRUGGIST 
Box 98 


DECATUR, MISS. 39327 


February 24, 1979 


3CCI I-iris Basketball Team 
^iss lurille Wood 


Cecatur, Y.S 39327 
"■ear Kiss Wood and Girls 

Hy employees and I would like to congratulate you on your win 

• edceseay night over Go horn a, and on your defeat Thursday night 
:f '•-rr-.'vesi for the State Championship, We realize that alot 

-ir: -Dr.--by both the coach and the players—attributed to 
- -cse spectacular wins, 

• = wish you the best of luck as you travel to Tennessee for the 

■rurraaeat next week, 3ven though we are still here in Decatur, 
■ ? air support with you. Again, let me commend you for re- 


;r=;ertinr last Central and Decatur so well—both with your sports- 
a-a r s h lp a rc with your Championship title. 



Best of luck 



Thomas H, Wheeler 
















Esther Thomas 

Thomas 


ICJC Women In Semis 


• UARRfMAN, Term. — East 
r Contra] Junior College’s women 
advanced to the semifinals of 
itte Region Seven National 
Junior College Athletic 
Association tournament here at 
•Rome State College, but the 
'East Mississippi Lionettes 
* weren't as fortunate. 

ECJC’s Joyce Watkins scored 
with two seconds left on the 
dock to give the Warriorettes a 
C! 39 win over Jackson (Term.) 
IKIate Community College. 
IEMJC fell to the No. 1 team in 
Tennessee, Shelby State, 94*78. 
•Charlene Jones paced East 
Central with 24 points, while 
Ester Thomas added 13 and 
Watkins 10. Valerie Butler and 
Carolyn Martin had 12 each and 
Pam Avery added 11 and 


Delora Avery 10 for Jackson 
State 

ECJC trailed 38-31 at the half. 

East Mississippi was led by 
Deborah Stand 1 with 17 points, 
while Kay Pierce added 15, 
Allie Simonds 13, Rita 
Higginbotham and Annie Cross 
12 each Mary Boatwright had 
32, Shirley Walton 22 and 
Annette Jones 14 for Shelby. 

EMJC was behind 46-37 at the 
half. 

East Central plays Coahoma 
tonight at 6. 

ECJC f 611 — Esier ThomiM I3 r Bobbie 
CoPier 8. Carla HoUey 4, Faye Russell 2. 
Charlene Jones 24, JoAftn Elkins 0. Faye 
Quin* 0, Joyce Watkins 10, K*hy Keaton 0, 
Mona Tucker 0. Totals Fouls 15 

JACKSON — Pam Avery 11. 

Wilhetmma Ftoe <5, Carolyn Martin 12 
Delora Avery 10, Vanessa Chism 2. Brenda 
Caldwell i, Valerie Butler 12 Totals 21 t7& 
Fouls 20 


paces 


ECJC 

Paced by Louisville's 
Esther Thomas, East 
Central Junior College 
knocked off Hinds 83-81 
Saturday night to capture 
the South Division Junior 
College Basketball Tour¬ 
nament title and advance to 
the overall state event to be 
held this week, 

Thomas had 23 points 
against Hinds and she is also 
the second leading scorer in 
the state and third in the 
region comprised of 
Mississippi. Tennessee and 
Kentucky. 

ECJC bested Utica 85-70 
and Gulf Coast 64-52 on the 
way to the finals against 
(See Thomas, P2A > 


★ Thomas I t 

(Continued from page 1 ) 

Hinds. 

ECJC now has a 17-7 
record they will be carrying 
into the overall tournament 
against Coahoma Wed¬ 
nesday at 8:15 p.m. 

If ECJC, coached by 
Lucille W'ood of Louisville, is 
successful in the tournament 
they will advance to the 
regional tourney to be held in 
Harriman, Tenn., on March 
28. 

With the victory, also j 
came the right to host the 
overall state tournament. 

Finals in the torunament will 
be held Thursday night at 
Decatur * 











Congratulations! 


firs ****?*?«»- 7 *" 

Mississippi Junior College championship 

Decatur with a 79-71 overtime victory over Northwest J 

C It 6g marked the fourth straight year the Lucille 
mSm Warrioretles have played in the Mg 
ECJC won the title in 1976, was nmnerup 1 1 1977. and mis* 

^The 3 Warriorettes. 19-7 this year, advance to the Region 
Seven tournament this week at Rome State College in iram, 

Tenn. 

Good Luck. 


East Central Pair 
Makes All-Star Game 


Two Scott Countians will 
r e p r e s ent East Central Junior 
C _ £•? m the second annual 
\t Junior College All-Star 
i-- at Holmes Junior College 
on March 19th at 6:30 p m 

Charlene Jones, a sophomore 
- -n Forest and Carla Halley, 
a sophomore from Morton, 
were chosen by the Junior 
College Coaches' Association on 
basi- of their contribution to 
East Central's basketball 
program for the past two years 
B<>th plajers were a part of the 
which finished third place 
in the Junior College League in 
1978 and in 1979 captured the 
S j j t h Mississippi 
Championship, overall Miss. 

- >r College Championship, 
and paced Fourth in the 
Three- Slate Region VII of the 
National Junior College Athletic 
.Association 

Charlene is rated as the top 
iinior college player in the 
itaie During her freshman 
rear she was chosen to the 
A State team. All-Region VII. 
m : A Region VII Tournament 
Team Dunng her sophomore 
vt ar. she has repeated all these 
honors and serves along with 
’aria as parmanent team 
captain She has been offered 
ful basketball scholarships by 


most of the major colleges in 
the South. 

Carla is considered to be one 
of the best outside shooters in 
the Junior College League. Last 
year she was chosen to the 
Honorable Mention All-State 
team and along with Charlene 
serves as permanent team 
captain. Carla has also been 
honored as the 1979 Miss 
E.C.J.C. 

East Central Junior College 
states, "These two players are 
to be rated with the best to play 
for East Central. Their 
leadership was instrumental in 
molding nine freshman players 
into a state championship team. 
Their high school coaches Ray 
Riley and Haywood Reeves and 
the teams of Morton and Forest 
can be proud of the 
achievements of these two 
young ladies, both on the 
basketball court and off 


East Central 
Ladies Win 

DECATUR (UPI) - Esther 
Thomas tossed in 23 points 
and Bobbie Collier added 
20 to spark East Central to a 
83-81 victory over Hinds in the 
championship game of the 
women's south division junior 
college basketball tournament 
Saturday night. 

East Central, behind at the 
half 49-38. pul on a second half 
comeback to notch the win. 
Both East Central and Hinds 
will now battle northern 
division junior college teams 
next week for the state 
championship. East Central 
out scored Hinds 19-14 in the last 
six minutes in defeating Hinds. 

In addition to Collier and 
Thomas. East Central got 
double figure scoring from 
Charlene Jones with 18. Joyce 
Watkins with 12 and Carla 
Halley 10. 

Hinds was led by Kathy 
Hnlston's 25 points and Becky 

Lee's 20 .. 
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ECJC Women Keeping 
State Tourney Habit 


By AUSTIN BISHOP 

DECATUR — Lucille Wood is 
not John Wooden. But then who 

is? 

Wood is. however, the 24th 
year Head Womenfe Basketball 
Coach of East Central Junior 
College. Since 1966 her squads 
have won 135 contests and lost 
60 for a percentage of better 
than 67 percent. 

Women’s junior college 
basketball wasn't sanctioned by 
the Junior College 
Association until 1974. 
Today and tomorrow the sixth 
state Tournament for the junior 
college women will be held on 
the East Central campus. 

It is the fourth time in a row 
that Wood has led a Warriorette 
squad into the state wars. The 
first trip for ECJC turned out to 
be the best, for in 1976 the 
Warriorettes won the State 
Championship. In 1977 they 
dropped to second and in 1978 
third place was their destiny. 
If things keep going in a logical 
order it would seem that fourth 
place would find ECJC as its 
occupant. However. don’t 
bet anything you want 
to keep on it. 

East Central would like 
nothing more than to walk away 
with its second State 
Championship. The 
Warriorettes have one big thing 
going for them, the home court 
advantage. However. Coach 
Wood isn’t so sure how much it 
will help. 


One of the major factories 
that helps the ECJC recruiting 
is that girls are easier to 
recruit for a junior college than 
boys. “Girls like to stay closer 
to home." said Wood. "I 
contact most of the players 
through their coaches. I don't 
knock down anybody's door. I 
try to see every team in my 
area (Winston. Newton. Leake, 
Neshoba and Scott counties) 
play before the year is out 
whether they have any prospect 


or not.” 

Wood tries to be there when 
the team needs her. but does 
not try to play sister or mother 
to anybody. “I don’t follow 
them (her players) everywhere 
they go. TTiey don’t have to 
worry about looking over 
their shoulders and seeing me 
following them. I trust them 
completely. They know when 
they have a game. They know 
better than staying out all night 
before a game. Studies are 
important to her. I don't want 
my players studying basketball 
during history and I don’t want 
them studying history' during 
basketball practice 

Wood believes that being too 
emotional hurts more than it 
helps. “We don’t jump up and 
down and holler and carry on 
before a game like some of 
these other teams. We are calm 
and collected. We know there is 
a job to be done and we do it." 

ECJC has trailed in almost 
every contest, including the 
seven they lost. The 
Warriorettes like to play 
catch-up ball. Wood thinks if the 
ladies were more emotional 
they wouldn’t have won as 
many close games. 

By the stroke of luck (a bad 
and almost deathly stroke if 


some of the things the defenses 
gainst us late in the season" _ 
taking advantage of the spring 
people at different positions. For 
rting center Lew Owens is trying 
tight end. while receivers Jesse 
tc Willis are getting a look at 
k. 

d he wouldn't hesitate using a 
ays if his talents dictated it. 
have a policy against a player 

you're from- ECJC) East 
Central has to play possibly the 
best team in the state in the 
first round of the state 
tournament. 

ECJC defeated Hinds to claim 
the South State title, while at 
the same time Northwest 
defeated Coahoma < then the 
No, 2 team in the nation) to 
claim the north title. Now by 
winning North the South. ECJC 
plays Coahoma "We would 
have been better off if we would 
have lost,” she said. 

ECJC plays at 8:15 tonight 
while the Hinds-Northwest 
contest begins at 6 30 
Tomorrow night's 
championship begins at 7 

This year's starting five is 
three-fifths Scott County 
natives. Carla Halley played at 
Morton, while Charlene Jones 
played for Forest, and Joyce 
Watkins played for Lake. 
Esther Thomas of Louisville 
and Bobbie Collier of South 
Leake are the other two 
starters. 

Wood believes her team is 
hard to defense. “We have no 
stars." said Wood. “Someone 
else takes charge every game." 

ECJC had better play their 
best game of the year tonight or 
they may be watching the final 
tomorrow night. 
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Our gals 
are tops! 














A Tribute To 
A Winner 

Behind every winning there are good players. 
But when a team is victorious year after year 
with a constant turnover of players, a great deal 
of credit must go to the coach who can mold 
winners. 

Miss Lucille Wood, Coach of the 1979 State 
Champion Warriorettes, is such a coach. For the 
last four years, East Central has advanced to the 
state tournaments. For the second time in four 
years, East Central has captured the victor's 
trophy. 

Since basketball was begun on a limited basis 
in 1966, Miss Wood's teams have achieved a 
141-61 record. Included in this record are four 
state championships and four trips to regional 
tournaments. 

What is the secret of Miss Wood's consistent 
winning? Recruiting is surely one of the keys to 
that success. In the five county area in East 
Central's jurisdiction, there is some good girls' 
basketball and area players are introduced to the 
ECJC campus early in the junior high basketball 
camps. But that is true of many junior colleges. 
Miss Wood told a MERIDIAN STAR reporter 
about her recruiting: "I contact most players 
through their coaches. I don't knock down 
anybody's door. I try to see every team in the 
area play before the year is out, whether they 
have any prospects or not." Miss Wood uses 
only area girls. She sees what material is in her 
area and forms her teams around the players 
available. She doesn't bemoan the fact that there 
are few really big schools in the area or that she 
hasn't enough out of state players. 


Miss Wood does not believe in being too 
emotional. In her interview with the MERIDIAN 
STAR, she pointed out that her Warriorettes 
"don't jump up and down and holler and carry 
on before a game like some of the other teams. 
We are calm, she says. "We know that there is a 
job to do and we do it." 

This calm collectedness has carried the team 
through the season. The Warriorettes have had 
to come from behind in almost every game tkev 
have played. When a team is behind and keeps 
on plugging until they pull the game out-this 
shows good coaching. 

Miss Woods keeps on helping her women to 
victory after they leave East Central. Today, four 
former East Central Warriorettes are on startmc 
lineups of senior colleges. Diana Lyons, a senior 
at Southern, is the team's leading scorer. Pam 
Lee McCoy is another starter for Southern with a 
15 point average. Evelyn "Snoopy" Bender and 
Jeanette Barnes are starters for Jackson State 
Coaches from senior institutions know when they 
get a girl who has been coached by Miss Wood 
that she will be ready to play. 

Miss Wood has won recognition for her 
coaching: Last year she served as coach of the 
first Junior College All-Star Game, and she was 
among the twenty-two finalist in the nation for 
Junior College Coach of the Year. 

She deserves the sincere congratulation of 
every student and faculty member for bringing 
the 1979 Women's Basketball Championship 
home to East Central. 






£ . c-ec’ r.g H nds 83-81... 

EC girls win Juco State title 


> i*a (.'«*• ie South 


T~stt t I4-* record, to a 
fitx:; I*.i~all 
as - i • i Scats Championship, 
•i* • -ti Ia- Central girls' 
*- fin iii done in the 
: Lr* * :• wee its 
:.t a_. ZC hosted the 

*i . : Si': T : jnamcat and de* 
:>atet Utica the first night, 
55 " ”te next night EC downed 
CiJ Coast 67-52. Saturday 
z~z~ * tzboc found EC stunning 
- - ti College 83*81, and 

zz f South State Champ- 


Sis * Z I ■-’os the champion- 
*sc a: H-nis finished as the 
-nnn-r -tr to South State, both 
tssLi t: mrer to the state 
final? i_s*: ze-vi at EC. 
jx the firs: gune of the State 
r~-z± z.i-iiti. the North 
fit a* finiJr;-*. Northwest, and 
Iat -as z:tted against 

- t- -1 -■ r n-t -vi Coahoma. 
The EC an: Coahoma game 
- l* rx-ai t-tuik the entire way 
;.:c: teams p ayed excellent 
: t_~ «kz i_ 5ctn team; fought 


la.” i_ mxr: 

left in the first half, 
I a.- If* -a le: 16-15. The Lady 
* -• tf-i gx fired up and 

ti_—: an-fa: Coahoma 27-16. 


is Ois. Ctuhot p ulled back 
c- * - • az : e-d the score 4747, 


l — irertes soe back 
*r-c.t ~» an: ra^ed the 
*=:~f “7-65 EC's :aror Like any 
g»£ -a: IrAitma never gave 
r: ar t :*ca to tie the 

jeer 53-63 wzi around 2 
,eft .n ’ze «ae. 


A basket was made for EC by 
Jo Lynn Elkins and raised the 
score to 85-83, but then Coahoma 
shot for 2 and tied it 85-85 with 23 
seconds left. 

When EC got the ball again, 
Esther Thomas sank a 10-foot 
jump shot in the last 5 seconds 
and ended the game for EC with 
an upset victory over Coahoma, 
87-85. 

The leading scorers for the 
Wamorettes were Esther Tho¬ 
mas with 24 points, Charlene 
Jones with 22, Bobbie Collier 
with 16 and Joyce Watkins with 
11 . 

The next night, EC was pitted 
against Northwest for the Miss¬ 
issippi Junior College Women’s 
•Basketball Championship. 

The entire game was a hard 
fought battle for both teams. 
Northwest took the lead at first 
and stayed ahead almost all of 


the time. Close to the end, the 
W arriorettes fought to catch up 
and held a 63-59 lead with 2 
minutes of regulation time left. 

W ith a couple of baskets from 
Northwest, the score was tied 
again at 63-63. East Central got 
the ball with 13 seconds left, shot 
for a basket, but missed. 

Everyone thought the game 
was over for EC when Judy 
Eddington shot a 25-footer for 


A 


Northwest with 5 seoonds left, 
but the ball did not go in, so the 
time ran out with a tie. 

When they went into overtime, 
East Central scored after only 3 
seconds by a shot from Esther 
Thomas. Northwest came back 
and tied the score 65-65. Each 
team exchanged baskets, but 
then the Lady Warriors hit for six 
straight points to take a 73-67 
lead. The game ended with East 


Central winning the champion* 
ship 79-71. 

East Central was well repre¬ 
sented with fans from all over the 
state. The gym was packed full of 
people cheering for one of the 
teams. The cheering crowd gave 
the EC girls an indntive to win. 
It’s always easier to win when 
they know they have people 
behind them all the way. 












EAST CENTRAL JUNIOR COLLEGE 
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL ROSTER 

1978-79 


NO 

NAME 

CLASS 

HEIGHT 

HIGH SCHOOL 

COACH 

12 

Ester Thomas 

Fresh. 

5'2" 

Louisville 

Allan Goodin 

13 

Bobbie Collier 

Fresh. 

5'5" 

South Leake 

Robert Dorman 

14 

Velma Smith 

Fresh. 

57" 

Union 

Mike Noblitt 

15 

Carla Halley 

Soph. 

5'9" 

Morton 

Ray Riley 

21 

Faye Russell 

Fresh. 

5'5" 

Union 

Mike Noblitt 

22 

Charlene Jones 

Soph. 

6'1" 

Forest 

Haywood Reeves 

23 

Jo Lynn Elkins 

Fresh. 

5 ' 5 " 

Morton 

Ray Riley 

24 

Cheryl Gibbon 

Fresh. 

5’8" 

Hickory 

Richard Harris 

25 

Faye Quinn 

Fresh. 

5'8" 

Noxapater 

Johnny Pair 

30 

Joyce Watkins 

Fresh. 

5’8" 

Lake 

Bernie Kirkland 

31 

Kathy Keeton 

Soph. 

5’11" 

Morton 

Ray Riley 

32 

Mona Tucker 

Fresh. 

5'10" 

Forest 

Haywood Reeves 

33 

Irma D. Johnson 

Soph. 

6'2” 

Scott Central 

Sammy Pace 


Managers: Skippy Latham - Freshman - Sebastopol 
Jo Ann Darby * Freshman - South Leake 


I ;ach: Lucille Wood 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


East Central Junior College 

ESTABLISHED 192B 

Decatur, Mjss. ao3az 


Welcome to the Mississippi Junior College Women 1 s State 
Basketball Tournament, It is our pleasure to host this event. 
The four teams represented In this tournament have earned 
their privilege to participate by being in the finals in their 
respective divisions. The skill that brought them to this final 
tournament is the result of hard play f excellent training # and 
the desire to win. 

It is our hope that as a spectator you can join us in en¬ 
joying the sport as these young ladies strive to win. We hope 
you enjoy your visit with us as you see Junior College Women 1 s 
Basketball at its best, 

Charles V, Wright 
President 



EAST CENTRAL JR. COLLEGE 
DECATUR, MS 

FEB. 21-22, 1979 


MISSISSIPPI JUNIOR 
STATE FINALS 
WOMEN 


COLLEGE 









EAST CENTRAL JUNIOR COLLEGE 
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL ROSTER 

1978-79 ' 


NO 

NAME 

CLASS 

HEIGHT 

HIGH SCHOOL 

COACH 

12 

Ester Thomas r Fresh. 

5’2" 

Louisville 

Allan Goodin 

13 

Bobbie Collier 

Fresh. 

5’5" 

South Leake 

Robert Dorman 

14 

Velma Smith 

Carfa Halley 

Fresh 

57" 

Union 

Mike Nobfitt 

15 

Soph. 

5’9" 

Morton 

Ray Riley 

21 

Faye Russell 

Fresh. 

5’5" 

Union 

Mike NoblEtt 

22 

Charlene Jones 

Jo Lynn Elkins 

Soph. 

6*1" 

Forest 

Haywood Reeves 

23 

Fresh. 

55" 

Morton 

Ray Riley 

24 

Cheryl Gibbon 

Fresh. 

5'8" 

Hickory 

Richard Harris 

25 

Faye Quinn Fresh. 

, 

Joyce Watkins fW 1 ' Fresh. 

58" 

Noxapater 

Johnny Pair 

30 

5'8" 

Lake 

Bernie Kirkland 

31 

Kathy Keeton 

Soph. 

5’ 11" 

Morton 

Ray Riley 

32 

Mona Tucker All - ' ^ Fresh. 

5'10" 

Forest 

Haywood Reeves 

33 

Irma D. Johnson 

Soph. 

62” 

Scott Central 

Sammy Pace 


Managers: Skippy Latham - Freshman - Sebastopol 
Jo Ann Darby - Freshman - South Leake 


Coach: Lucifle Wood 


East CEYrRAL Junior College 

ESTABLISHED 192B 

Decatur, Miss. 30337 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


Weleone to the South Division Women's Basketball Tournament 
and East Central Junior College. The teams representing the eight 
junior colleges of the South Division have spent many hours in 
practice and game play. Therefore, it is our desire that you 
assist each team as they demonstrate their skills and talents. 

If you are a visitor we hone you enjoy your visit with us 
and to all we say welcome, relax, and enjoy a tournament of good 
play. 


Charles V, Wright, Presideiit 
East Central Junior College 
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Miss Wood is named 
"Coach of the Year" 


Wood, Robinson 
head Coaches 
Association 


by Rita Gayle Smith 

After leading her team to the 
1979 state championship, Miss 
Lucille Wood was named "Coach 
of the Year’' by the Mississippi 
Association of Coaches. 

Coach Wood attended East 
Central Junior College after 
graduation from Louisville High 
School. She graduated from EC 
and then went on to the Univer¬ 
sity of Southern Mississippi. 

After receiving her degree at 
Southern, Coach Wood started 
coaching at East Central in 1956. 
In 1956, ECJC was not yet an 
organized team, but played in 
club type ball. The team was 
organized in 1968, then it joined 
the Mississippi Junior College 


Association in 1975. 

During this period. Coach 
Wood’s teams won the state 
championship in 1968, 1970, and 
1973 as a club team, and in 1976 
and 1979, as a member of the 
Mississippi Junior College Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Her teams won second place in 
1977 and 3rd place in 1978. They 
also attended regionals in 1973, 
1977, 1978, and 1979. 

Along with coaching basket¬ 
ball, Miss Wood was the tennis 
coach from 1956 until two years 
ago. She still teaches a tennis 
class two days a week, along with 
her other classes. 

Coach Wood will be honored at 
a banquet in July, during the 
All-Star week. 


As of the 28th of March, the 
two EC basketball coaches were 
honored by being named Presi¬ 
dent of the Basketball .Associa¬ 
tion of Junior Colleges in Miss¬ 
issippi. 

Coach Lucille Wood was cho¬ 
sen as president of the Women'- 
Association and Coach Herman 
Robinson was chosen as Pres: 
dent of the Men’s Association for 
the 1979-1980 year. 

Both of these coaches have 
been on the State Basketbai. 
Executive Committee for several 
years. 


Charlene 
Jones is 

All-Star 

MVP 


East Central’s women’s bas¬ 
ketball team has proved itself to 
be the best women’s junior 
college team in the state. Many 
people contributed to the team’s 
success, and the members of the 
team received great recognition. 
Capturing top honors, was Miss 
Charlene Jones, of Forest. 

Miss Jones, a six feet and one 
inch Sophomore, was chosen as 
All Star Player. To be an All Star 
Player, one must be a Sopho¬ 
more, and she must also have a 
very good ability of playing 
basketball. Charlene, having 
great performance on the bas¬ 
ketball court, was also chosen \ ■ 


"Most Valuable Player" in the 
All Star game. 

Miss Jones is very modest 
about the honor she has won. 
When asked how does it make 
her feel to have been chosen as 
All Star Player, she simply said, 
"I feel it an honor that the 
coaches of the state picked me as 
an outstanding player.” 

Although she had less exper¬ 
ience last year, Charlene’s 
Freshman year was a favorable 
one for her. She was chosen for 
All Region Seven, and the All 
Region Seven Tournament. Char¬ 
lene was also chosen as an All 
State member. 


During Charlene’s Sop bom : 
year, she came back and *, : r. ! 
of the honors that she had in h 
freshman year, and was "mi: 
her one pick" in All State *.h 
year, says Coach Lucille W 
Charlene will not be in¬ 
ferring to another college: the: 
fore, she will not be p-lavii 
basketball. Charlene is majcrii 
in intensive business, and hop 
to get a secretarial job ir. Fores 
Planning her wedding for il 
latter part of August will take . 
a lot of Charlene’s time, but rt 
says she will work out so that ?: 
can keep in shape. 
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WOMEN'S 1978-79 ALL-STAR 


North Division 


NO. 

NAME 

HTS. 

AVG. 

COLLEGE 

COACH 

34 

Robin Roberts. . . . 

. 5'8 n . 

. 14.2. 

. Itawanba. . 

. Billy Todd 

25 

Gail Parker. 

5’7" . 

. 9.5. 

, Holmes. . . 

. Sheila Sullivan 

14 

Teresa Cooper. . . . 

5*7“ . 

. 15.0. 

. Meridian. . 

. Liz Duncan 

31 

Dixie Wiltshire. , . 

5’10". 

. 10.4. 

. Northeast . 

. Jim Lamb 

24 

Kay Pierce . 

5*8" . 

. 12.5. 

. East Miss. 

. Richard Mathis 

20 

Lajuana Bates. . . . 

6'0” . 

. 15.0. 

. Northwest . 

. Harry Adair 

44 

Chan Crockett. . . . 

5'11". 

. 15.4. 

. Coahoma . . 

. Ella Stampley 

45 

Ramona McCastle. . . 

5'7" . 

. 19.5. 

. Coahoma . . 

. Ella Stampley 

35 

Renee Jones. 

5'8" . 

. 9.5. 

. Northwest . 

. Harry Adair 

33 

Shirley Hall ... . 

6‘0" . 

. 13.2. 

. Coahoma . . 

. Ella Stampley 

10 

Rita Higgingbotham . 

5'6" . 

. 8.0. 

. East Miss. 

. Richard Mathis 


Coaches - Richard Mathis, East Mississippi 
Ella Stampley, Coahoma 


South Division 




NO. NAME NTS. AVG. COLLEGE COACH 


44 Mary Howard . . . 6'0". . 5.4. . Jones . Mickey Rivers 

23 Nena Brister. . . 5'8". . 12.0. . Co-Lin.Sharon Sims 

45 Cheryl France . . 5'8". . 13.0. . Perkinson . . . Sue Ross 

43 Charlene Jones. . 6'V 1 . , 17.4, . East Central. . Lu cille Wood 

25 Myrna Reynolds”. 5'5". . 10.0. . Southwest . , . Jenny Laaner ~ 

22 Patsy Sones . . . 5'0". . 10.0. . Pearl River . . Fred Roane 

24 Shirley Barnes. . 5'7". . 28.0. . Utica . Mary Robbins 

35 Becky Lee . . . . 5"7". . 22.1. . Hinds . Frankie Walsh 

32 Rene Turner . . . 5*9". . 14.0. . Utica . Mary Robbins 

31 Carla Hal lev. . —5'9"-11.0. - Fast Central. . Lucille Wood 

33 Tracy Crosby. . . 5'5". . sTo.. Hinds . . 7. . Frankie Waisn 


Coaches - Mary Robbins, Utica 

Fred Roane, Pearl River 

































